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Agenda

• Requirements in the McKinney-Vento Act
• Building awareness in your school and community
• Identifying eligible students
• Collecting and submitting data
• Other requirements & best practices
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Written in Law

“ensure that homeless children and youths are identified by school 
personnel through outreach and coordination activities with other 
entities and agencies” [42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A)(i)]
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9

School     
Website

Professional 
Development

Collaboration Other

Distributing 
Posters

Newsletter



Building Awareness:
School Website

LEAs are required to have information about the McKinney-Act 
posted on their website.

The following should be included:
• Contact information for local liaison
• Overview of the McKinney-Vento Act
• Who is eligible for services under the law
• Students and parents/guardians' rights
• Contact information for state coordinator’s office
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Building Awareness:
Posters
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LEAs are required to have McKinney-Vento posters available in 
their school building(s).



Building Awareness:
Professional Development

Homeless liaisons are required to provide professional 
development (PD) to staff on the McKinney-Vento Act annually.
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PD Best Practices
• Train all stakeholders
• Keep documentation of 

participants
• Include McKinney-Vento 

definition of homelessness
• Provide staff with resources
• Share internal procedures for 

contacting the homeless 
liaison

PD Resources 
• NCHEP LEA Staff Training 

Template
• NCHE's Local Liaison PD 

Strategies: Part A (Internal)
• NCHE's Local Liaison PD 

Strategies: Part B (External)
• Common Signs of 

Homelessness 

https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Local-Liaison-PD-Strategies-Part-A-.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Local-Liaison-PD-Strategies-Part-A-.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Local-Liaison-PD-Strategies-Part-A-.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Local-Liaison-PD-Strategies-Part-A-.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Local-Liaison-PD-Strategies-Part-B.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Local-Liaison-PD-Strategies-Part-B.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Common-Signs-of-Homelessness.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Common-Signs-of-Homelessness.pdf


Building Awareness:
Collaboration

Internal
• Training internal staff
• Provide program updates with 

staff
• Meet regularly with homeless 

education stakeholders
• Title I Coordinator
• Finance Department
• Transportation Director
• MTSS Team
• Other

External
• Provide information about 

McKinney-Vento Program to 
local agencies

• Build partnerships with 
community agencies

• Housing Resources
• DHSS
• Food Pantries
• Faith Based Organizations
• Other
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Identifying Students
LEAs are responsible for identifying the following students:

 School-aged students who meet the criteria of homeless as 
defined in the McKinney-Vento Act.

 Preschool-aged (Birth - 5 yrs.) siblings of an identified 
student, who is living in the same or another qualifying 
McKinney-Vento situation.

 School-aged, out-of-school sibling of an identified student, 
who is living in the same or another qualifying McKinney-

 Vento situation.
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Determine Eligibility
Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence.

 Fixed residence:  A residence that is stationary, permanent 
and not subject to change.

 
 Regular residence:  A residence that is used on a regular 

basis ( i.e., nightly).

 Adequate residence:  Is sufficient for meeting the physical 
and psychological needs typically met in home 
environments.
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Determine Eligibility 

Homeless liaisons are to assess students’ current living situations to 
determine eligibility under the McKinney-Vento Act.

Resources for Determining Eligibility: 
• McKinney-Vento Eligibility Flowchart
• NCHE’s UHY Eligibility Flowchart
• Questions to Ask When Determining McKinney-Vento Eligibility 
• NCHE's Determining Eligibility for McKinney-Vento Rights and 

Services 
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https://hepnc.uncg.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/McKinney-Vento-Eligiblity-Flowchart.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/UY-Eligibility-Flowchart.pdf
https://hepnc.uncg.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Questions-to-Ask-Eligibility.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/det_elig.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/det_elig.pdf


Data Collection & Submission

All LEAs are required to submit homeless data, even if they have 
“0” students to report.

Best practices for collecting and submitting data:
• Keep accurate records
•  Utilize internal tracking tools
• Input students into Infinite Campus as identifications occur
• Visit NCHEP’s Data Collection webpage 
• Submit data by deadline: May 31, 2026
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https://hepnc.uncg.edu/data-collection/


Documentation Tools

Residency Questionnaire: Form used in school’s enrollment 
packet that includes housing questions to screen for 
possible homeless situations

Intake Form: Form used to gather student details such as 
• Demographic information
• Living situation
• Siblings
• Resources needed

Tracking Tool: Excel sheet to keep documentation of 
identified students' data
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Questions



Resources

North Carolina Homeless Education Program (NCHEP)
https://hepnc.uncg.edu/ 

National Center for Homeless Education (NCHE)
https://nche.ed.gov/ 
Serving Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness in 
Charter Schools

U.S. Department of Education
EHCY Non-Regulatory Guidance 

Federal Law
McKinney-Vento Act
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https://hepnc.uncg.edu/
https://nche.ed.gov/
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Charter.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Charter.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/policy/elsec/leg/essa/160240ehcyguidance072716.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter119/subchapter6/partB&edition=prelim


NCHEP Staff
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Savannah Gay
EHCY Program Administrator

Charter Schools
Savannah.Gay@.dpi.nc.gov  

Beth Branagan
EHCY Program Administrator

LEAs
Beth.Branagan@dpi.nc.gov 

Daniel Jordan
EHCY Program Administrator

Special Populations
Daniel.Jordan@dpi.nc.gov 

Anelia “Neely” Ward 
Program Coordinator

EHCY
Anelia.Ward@dpi.nc.gov 

Lisa Phillips
State Director

EHCY & Foster Care Education
Lisa.Phillips@dpi.nc.gov 

Dr. YaTisha Blythe 
State Coordinator

Foster Care Education
Yatisha.Blythe@dpi.nc.gov 
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