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CFNC: Your Go-To Source for 
Postsecondary Education and 
Career Preparation
NCHEP Learning Institute

April 17, 2024



A free resource for North Carolina students and families 
to Plan, Apply, and Pay for College!

• Comprehensive website
(English & Spanish) at   
CFNC.org 

• Toll-free telephone advice at 
866.866.CFNC

• “Boots on the ground” in every 
area code in NC

• Educator resources

What is CFNC?
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CFNC Outreach Team

The “Boots on the Ground”



Educator Tools, State Resources

Financial Aid and Financial Literacy 
Resources

College Search, Applications,      
Official HS Transcripts

Free K-12 Career Resources



Agenda



Resources on 
CFNC.org
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Personalized Dashboard

• Save colleges and careers 

you are interested in

• Return to college applications 

that you started and saved

• Tabs specifically for 

education professionals, NC 

529 account holders, and 

more.
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Plan for a Career
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Free Career Assessments
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Career Exploration with CFNC & NCcareers.org
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Interest Finder Results

Holland codes from 

Interest Finder
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Occupation Matches
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Career Specifics
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Plan for College
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College Search
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College Search: College Profile
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Student Enrichment Programs
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Explore Programs and Majors
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Students With No Fixed Address

Information on…
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Students With No Fixed Address Page on CFNC
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SPOCs
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Residency Determination Service (RDS)

• The Residency Determination Service (RDS) is a centralized residency service 
for all students seeking admission to, and in-state tuition rate at, a North 
Carolina college or university and for students seeking to be eligible for the 
North Carolina state grant as part of the their state financial aid package.

• If you have a CFNC.org profile, you will use the same user name and 
password for RDS. Do not create a new profile for RDS. CFNC.org and RDS 
have the same user name and password.

• Go to ncresidency.org

• Community colleges will require an RCN to submit your college application. 
All schools will require at some point.
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Apply to College

CFNC.org/APPLY
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Application Hub – Admissions Applications



Education

Professionals

Week

Application Example

*Students need a CFNC account prior to 

filling out applications

Students will see a 

checkmark once the 

page is complete
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Application Hub - Transcripts
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Saved Colleges and Transcript Status – My Dashboard



NC Countdown to College 2024

NC Countdown to College (C2C) is North 

Carolina’s annual campaign to help high 

school seniors complete three important 

steps in college enrollment:

1. Residency 

2. FAFSA

3. Application for admission

October will be focused on these three!

For more information, visit 

CFNC.org/C2C

2024 College Application 

Week October 21-27

(Saturday at 11:59pm)
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Scholarship Search
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Financial Literacy

Financial Basics 

• 15 topics

• 15 minutes to complete each topic

• Spanish and English

• $500 Scholarship Drawing

• Economics & Personal Finance 

Course

• Meets DPIs Personal Finance 

objectives

• CFNC.org/financialbasics
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Educator Resources
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Ways We Support Educators

• ProTools

• Career, application, transcript, FAFSA, RDS reporting/tracking

• C2C Education Professionals Month October

• Year-round counselor trainings and updates

• Individual meetings and trainings

• Regional Representatives:

• 7 Regional Representatives

• Local programming

• Virtual events (statewide) CFNC.org/events

• Longevity & background

• 2 Statewide Spanish Service Representatives

• Spanish Resources

• Website fully translatable into Spanish
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Education Professionals on CFNC.org
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Printable Resources
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Education Professional – Other Resources
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FAFSA Tips & 
Tools
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FAFSA Tips for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

2024-25 FAFSA Form

Providing parent’s information on the form:

• If the student answers “yes” to the unaccompanied and homeless question on the FAFSA form, they can 
complete and submit the form without providing parent’s information.

Documentation for homeless/unaccompanied youth:

• After the student answers “yes” to this question, they will be asked whether they have received a 
homeless youth determination from an individual from one of these agencies:

• HS or district homeless liaison or designee

• A financial aid administrator

• Director of an emergency or transitional shelter, street outreach program, homeless youth drop-in 
center, or other program serving these students.

• Director of a project supported by the federal TRIO or GEAR UP program.

FAFSA form requirement for unaccompanied status:

1. Unaccompanied – not living in the physical custody of parent or guardian

2. Homeless – lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing

3. At risk of being homeless – housing may cease to be fixed, regular, and adequate

4. Self-supporting – pays for their own living expenses, including housing
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FAFSA Tips for Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

If a student cannot provide a Homeless Youth Determination:

• Students can still submit the FAFSA as a provisionally independent student, without parent 
information. They will then need to complete additional steps with the college financial aid office(s) 
before financial aid eligibility can be finalized. This step will likely include providing documentation 
from a local school district personnel, state homeless education coordinator, NCHE, high school 
counselor, mental health professional, social worker, or doctor.

Providing an address on the form:

• The mailing address information on your 2024/25 form will be prefilled. If the address needs to be 
updated, update it your Account Settings after logging in at studentaid.gov.

• A mailing address must be provided where the student can reliably receive mail. It can be the 
address of a relative or friend who has given the student permission to use it, or it can be the 
college’s or career/trade school’s address.

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/homeless

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/homeless
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FAFSA Tools
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FAFSA Tools
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NC FAFSA Tracker



Education

Professionals

Week

Finish the FAFSA Report Example

• Some students have not 

started (“Not Submitted”)

• One student has submitted a 

FAFSA but it is  not complete 

(“Submitted”)

• Some students are complete 

but “Flagged for 

Verification”

• Outreach@ncseaa.edu for 

questions specifically about 

the Finish the FAFSA 

database

mailto:Outreach@ncseaa.edu
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ProTools Access
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ProTools
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College Foundation 

of North Carolina 

(CFNC)

@CFNC
College Foundation 

of North Carolina

INSTAGRAM

@myCFNC

Stay Connected!
CFNC.ORG

866-866-CFNC


