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Why are we here? 



Title 1 Preschool Head Start NC Homeless Education 
Program

Title I preschool programs are 
designed to improve cognitive, 
health and social-emotional 
outcomes for eligible children below 
the grade at which an LEA (Local 
Education Agency) provides a free 
public elementary 
education. Children enrolled are 
provided with opportunities to 
prepare them with the prerequisite 
skills and dispositions for learning 
that will enable them to benefit 
from later school experiences.

Helps young children from low-
income families prepare to succeed 
in school through local programs. 
Head Start and Early Head Start 
programs promote children's 
development through services that 
support early learning, health, and 
family well-being.

Ensures that all children and youth, 
including pre-k age children, 
experiencing homelessness have 
access to the public education to 
which they are entitled to under the 
Federal McKinney-Vento Act by:
• Ensuring state policies are in 

compliance with federal law
• Providing technical assistance, 

training and meetings
• Monitoring all LEA and charter 

school homeless education 
programs

• Handling disputes as they relate 
to the McKinney-Vento Act

• Collaborating on activities at the 
local, state, and national level



McKinney-Vento Act

Federal law designed to increase the school 
enrollment, attendance, and success of children 
and youth who lack a fixed, regular and adequate 
nighttime residence. 



Definition of Homelessness

Individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence:

Fixed residence: A residence that is stationary, permanent and not subject 
to change.

Regular residence: A residence that is used on a regular basis (i.e. nightly).

Adequate residence: A residence that is sufficient for meeting both the 
physical and psychological needs typically met in home environments.



North Carolina Data

Children under the age 
of six

732,927

Children under the age 
of six experiencing 

homelessness 
27,989



NC Early Childhood Education Program Enrollment 

Head Start/Early Head Start LEA Unserved

788 LEA McKinney-Vento Programs 

1,448 Head Start / Early Head Start 

25,753 Unserved



Local Coordination and Collaboration

• Built awareness on the early learning requirements and opportunities in ESSA, how early 
learning supports district goals, and how to engage the early learning community in district 
plan development. 

• Convened regional meetings of community teams. The meetings delved deeper into 
available early learning strategies, shared best practices, highlighted using early childhood 
data to make informed-decisions, and provided time and support for working together on 
plans. 

• Provided ongoing support for working together, meeting early learning requirements in 
ESSA and developing aligned strategic plans.

• Developed materials to support collaboration.
• Early learning language recommendations for districts to include in CCIP and local plans
• Webinar and guidance document on developing agreements 
• Series of agendas for continued collaboration and aligning strategic plans



Coordination 
Requirements
• Data and Records Sharing
• Coordinating Services and 

Communication
• Transition
• Professional Development
• Curriculum and Instruction
• Family Engagement
• Facilities and Transportation



NC Early 
Learning 

Coordination 
Guidance



POLL

Does your current 
Head Start agreement 
or program needs 
assessment address 
young children and 
families experiencing 
homelessness?



NC Early 
Learning 
Coordination 
Guidance: 
Homelessness



Shared 
Homelessness 
Requirements

Enrollment and 
Eligibility 

Data and Records 
Sharing

Coordinating 
Services and 

Communication

Transition

Professional 
Development

Family 
Engagement

Facilities and 
Transportation



Enrollment and 
Eligibility



Data and Records
Sharing



Coordinating Services and Communication



Transition



Professional 
Development



Family 
Engagement



Facilities and 
Transportation



Activities to Support 
Coordination and 
Collaboration



Highlights from the Field





Next Steps

• Know your partners
• Head Start and McKinney-Vento Liaisons meet
• Review program assessments and develop agreements
• Plan strategies for coordination
• Work with other early learning partners and homeless 

service providers



Resources

NC Homeless Education Program
National Center for Homeless Education: 

Early Childhood
US Department of Education: Education for 

Homeless Children and Youths Grants for 
State and Local Activities
 SchoolHouse Connection
OHS Serving Children and Families 

Experiencing Homelessness
Give Every Child a Home at Head Start Flyer
 Reserving Slots  in Head Start Programs for 

Children Experiencing Homelessness

https://hepnc.uncg.edu/early-childhood/
https://nche.ed.gov/preschool-early-childhood/
https://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/legislation.html
https://www.schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/early-childhood/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/family-support-well-being/article/children-families-experiencing-homelessness
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/no-search/home-at-hs-give-every-child-home.pdf
https://naehcy.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Reserving-Slots-in-Head-Start-for-Homeless-Children-final.pdf
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